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Goodman, Iris

From: Goodman, Iris
Sent: Thursday, May 01, 2014 9:05 AM
To: Brennan, Thomas

Subject: Accepted: Pre-meet for call wioth Amanda






Goodman, Iris

From: Goodman, Iris
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2014 11:59 AM
To: Nugent, Angela

Subject: Accepted: Qs and As for Amanda Rodewald






Goodman, Iris

From: Goodman, Iris

Sent: Thursday, June 19, 2014 12:59 PM

To: Nugent, Angela

Subject: Accepted: SABSO Discussion Next steps re: SAB "Definition of ‘Waters of the United

States’ Under the Clean Water Act.” - Advice and comment on science supporting the
EPA’s proposed rule






Goodman, Iris

From: Goodman, Iris

Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 9:58 AM

To: Nugent, Angela

Subject: Accepted: Talk with Amanda and Dave about Connectivity next steps, debrief from

Dave's 6/24/14 conversation with Gwen






From: Goodman. lris

To: allen@che.utexas.edu; adr79@cornell.edu
Cc: Armitage, Thomas

Subject: FW: SAB Review of the Proposed WOUS Rule
Date: Thursday, May 22, 2014 2:47:00 PM
Attachments: 2014 05 22 11 24 02.pdf

David and Amanda,

I’'m forwarding this email to you on behalf of Tom Armitage, who is out today. We will contact you
next week to discuss follow-up.
Thank you,

Iris

Iris Goodman, DFO

SAB Staff Office

US EPA

Washington, DC
Goodman.iris@epa.gov
202-564-2164

From: Zarba, Christopher

Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2014 1:48 PM

To: Brennan, Thomas; Armitage, Thomas; Nugent, Angela; Goodman, Iris
Subject: FW: SAB Review of the Proposed WOUS Rule

FYI

6%/‘/&"50/@/‘ S Larba

US EPA Science Advisory Board

zarba.christopher@epa.gov
O (202) 564-0760

C (202) 731-6423

From: Peck, Gregory

Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2014 12:47 PM

To: Zarba, Christopher

Cc: Stoner, Nancy

Subject: SAB Review of the Proposed WOUS Rule

Chris:

As requested — EPA letter regarding SAB review of the proposed WOUS rule. Will you get this to Dr.
Allen? We'll also put hard copy in the mail, or can hand deliver to you if you prefer?
Best,

Greg

Gregory E. Peck

Chief of Staff

Office of Water

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20460

202-564-5700
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MAY 22 2014

OFFICE OF WATER

David T. Allen, Ph.D.

Chairman

Science Advisory Board

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, D.C 20460

Dear Dr. Allen:

The Science Advisory Board (SAB) is currently reviewing the draft report titled Connectivity of
Streams and Wetlands to Downstream Waters: A Review and Synthesis of the Scientific Evidence
(draft Report). The draft Report was developed by the Office of Research and Development
(ORD) to inform a proposed rule jointly developed by the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers
that would revise the definition of “Waters of the United States™ and therefore clarify the
jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act (the WOTUS proposed rule). The WOTUS proposed rule
was published in the Federal Register on April 21, 2014, (79 FR 22187) and is open for public
comment until July 21, 2014. The draft Report is a synthesis of published peer-reviewed
scientific literature discussing the nature of connectivity and effects of streams and wetlands on
downstream waters. The EPA appreciates the SAB’s review of the draft Report and will
carefully consider and address SAB’s comments on the Report in the development of the
WOTUS final rule.

While the SAB’s review of the draft Report is expected to conclude in or about August 2014, we
understand that the SAB has also expressed interest in providing the Agency with comments on
the science and technical support of the WOTUS proposed rule.

The draft Report serves as the principal scientific and technical basis for the WOTUS proposed
rule, and accordingly the EPA anticipates that the SAB’s pending review of the Report would be
the focus of any review or comments related to the proposed rule. While the Agencies used the
scientific and technical information in the draft Report to inform their policy choices in the
proposed rule, these policy choices also are guided in significant part by the Agencies’
interpretation of the Clean Water Act, its legislative history, and governing legal precedents,
especially the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court. To the extent the SAB views any new
scientific or technical information in the administrative record for the WOTUS proposed rule as
warranting the comments of the SAB. such comments should be focused on the scientific and
technical adequacy of those products, rather than on policy and legal issues and judgments
reflected in the proposed rule. The EPA also welcomes any comments the SAB may provide on
new science that could be considered in developing the WOTUS final rule. The Office of Water
requests that the SAB discuss the scope of its review with EPA’s Office of Water and Office of
Policy in order to reach a common understanding on what constitutes the scientific and technical
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basis for the WOTUS proposed rule, and what are the policy and legal issues and judgments
reflected in that proposal.

The public comment period for the WOTUS proposed rule closes on July 21, 2014. EPA
requests that the SAB provide any comments no later than September 2014, so that they can be
considered fully during the Agencies’ development of the final rule.

Sincerely,

Dneck [ Hoge

Nancy Stoner
Acting Assistant Administrator









